Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MTNGE 00507 231928Z 

22 

ACTION STR-04 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 IO-ll ISO-OO STRE-00 FEA-01 AGR-05 

CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-07 FRB-03 H-02 

INR-07 INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 

CIEP-01 SS-15 TAR-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 

OMB-01 /099W 

130656 

R 231752Z IAN 75 
FM USDEL MTN GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1063 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MTN GENEVA 0507 

ACTION STR 

H PASS CODEL 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: MTN ETRD GATT AS 

SUB J : VARIOUS AUSTRALIAN TRADE MATTERS 

REF: A. STATE 15240, B. STATE 13881, C. CANBERRA 357 

1. CORRIDOR DISCUSSIONS WITH AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR 
WARWICK-SMITH YIELDED OBSERVATIONS ON A NUMBER OF 
AUSTRALIAN TRADE VIEWS OF INTEREST TO USG. 

2. CONFIRMING REF A, WARWICK-SMITH SAID GOA GIVING 
THOUGHT TO WITHDRAWING FROM MFA. HE DOUBTED, HOWEVER, 
THAT GOA WOULD ULTIMATELY DECIDE TO PULL OUT. HOWEVER, 
HE STATED PERSONAL VIEW THAT MFA WAS OF NO REAL BENEFIT 
TO GOA AND SHOULD NOT HAVE ENTERED INTO IT IN THE FIRST 
PALCE. AMBASSADOR WALKER INDICATED STRONG INTEREST OF 
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ENCOURAGED CONTINUED GOA PARTICIPATION. 

3. AMBASSADOR WALKER INQUIRED HOW AUSTRALIA CAME TO OPT TO 
ADOPT BRUSSELS DEFINITION OF VALUE (REF C) UNILATERALLY 

AND WITHOUT SEEKING PAYMENT IN MTN. WARWICK-SMITH REPLIED 
THAT DECISION REFLECTED PESSIMISM IN CANBERRA TOWARD 
MTN AND CANBERRA'S IUDGEMENT THAT SINCE GOA WAS LIKELY 
TO GET LITTLE OUT OF MTN ANYWAY, THERE WAS NO REASON 
TO BARGAIN OVER ADOPTION OF BVD. WARWICK-SMITH SAID 
THE DECISION WAS MADE ENTIRELY IN CANBERRA 
WITHOUT PARTICIPATION OF HIS OFFICE. 

4. AMBASSADOR WALKER APPROACHED WARWICK-SMITH 
PURSUANT TO REF B POINTING OUT THE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE AUSTRALIAN EFFORT. WARWICK-SMITH 
RESPONDED THAT THE US ALWAYS HAD SOME EXCUSE FOR 
NOT RE-EVALUATING THE SECTION 22 WAIVER AND GOA IS 
FRUSTRATED IN EFFORTS TO SECURE BETTER ACCESS FOR 

ITS DAIRY PRODUCTS. IN RESPONSE TO AMBASSADRO 
WALKER'S OBSERVATION THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO 
NEGOTIATE THIS SUBIECT IN THE MTN, WARWICK-SMITH 
SCOFFED AND OBSERVED THAT THIS WAS JUST ANOTHER 
EXAMPLE OF WHY AUSTRALIA WAS UNLIKELY TO GET MUCH OUT 
OF THE MTN. WALKER 
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